To: firearmsactreform@police.wa.gov.au
Cc:  editor@politicsreloaded.com

Subject: Submission to consultation paper on WA gun laws

Dear Sir/Madam

I refer to the Consultation Paper: Reform of firearm laws in Western Australia, and would like to provide the following feedback.

The paper focusses on “guns and crime” and pays no regard to “guns and sport”.  This is important because the proposed changes will affect the state’s 90,000 licensed shooters whose interest is in sport, not crime, and have been ignored.

The paper has no cost / benefits analysis and seeks to justify the changes on weak data. Such an important reform should be subject to an independent cost benefits assessment.

The references to ”related thing”, the behavioural aspects of who is “fit and proper”, health assessments and capacity to alter firearm categories, are not supported and need to be removed.  These matters need to be specified in the legislation, not regulations.

The storage requirements are unclear and unnecessarily onerous.  Western Australia needs to mirror other states on storage requirements.

The new laws should comply with clause 40 of the National Firearms Agreement which provides for mutual recognition of licences. There is no justification for issuing separate permits for interstate licensees.

There is also no merit in continuing with the licensing of firearms.  WA needs to adopt a permit-to-acquire system that is consistent with other jurisdictions and complies with clause 41 of the National Firearms Agreement.

As a broader comment, I do not support either the proposed laws or some of the existing ones because they are onerous and open to abuse by the police minister.  Better consultation model will lead to better laws. 

Until that happens, WA risks losing the confidence and support of shooters, which is detrimental to the state, without having any impact on crime.

Regards
